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Hanjo — A pholographic novel by Yoram Roth, 2010 by Yoram Roth, Berlin, Germany

The story unfolds... A young woman with a fan in her hand waits at the station - just as she did
yesterday and the day before and every other day, for years. This is Hanako, a geisha. Some years
ago she fell in love forever with Yoshio, as he did with her. When they had to pant, they exchanged fans
—as a promise that they would see each other again,

©¥oram Roth

Yoshio has gone missing, and so Hanako sits there at the stalion, no longer able to pedform as a
Geisha, waiting patiently for her lover's return. Her waiting has left her increasingly detached from the
world, and the world regards her as mad.

Jitsuko is a spinster, a bitter, unmarried painter who has never known love. She buys Hanake from the
Geisha house, then keeps her in her home, and preserves her as the bearer of all her own unfulfilled
desires. Inevitably a newspaper article appears about the beautiful but mad Hanako who spends her
days waiting, and Yoshio suddenly tums up at the house of the two womaen, intending 1o be with
Hanako at last. A struggle develops for Hanako's happiness between Yoshio and Jitsuko, but when
Hanako finally sees Yoshio... she no longer recognizes him.

“Hanjo is perfect for this post-narrative age,” says Yoram Roth. “We live in a world where traditional
stony-archs have become too familiar, but this story provides no fainy-tale end. On the other hand,
Reality TV creates only the moment and charged emotions, but never a full story or complex
characters. The story of Hanjo is not predictable, nor are the characters simple.”

Hanjo is a photographic homage to Yukio Mishima's adaption of the 15th Century NGh play. Noh is an
opera form unique to Japan where it flourished in the 14th and 15th centuries. In most Noh plays the
lead character is either someone who has died or a woman who has gone mad. These characters exist
in an alien world from which they descend into the reality of our world in search of their soul's salvation,
and converse with a person living in the real world. N&h drama is ather-werldly, like a dream.

Yoram Roth explains: *| love that Hanjo's characters are believable through time: the girl who hung all
her hopes on romance, the embittered spinster who knows a world in which talent is not enough, and a
man who lacks the courage to pursue his true love out of fear of what his family or society might think,
Too often we believe ancther parson holds the key to our happiness, and we wait for someone to save
us, or fear that we'll be abandoned.”
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All the sels were built by the artist and his team. Most of the clothing was created for the project, as
were the decorative set-prop items such as paintings, backdrops, tapestries and floral arangements.
The image trealment is a reference to Meiji Era 16th Century hand-colored Japanese photography.

“Every step of the pre-production process shapes the final image. Sketching the set allowed me to
think of shot angles, or certain image concepls ensured that we built the set to enable that idea Hanako
at the trainstation was sketched and we built a small set for that singular scene, where as the little
hallway in Jistusko's house allowad us lo shoot a way to Hanako's bedroom. | had marvelous
compostions in mind as | was picking out the fumiture... For instance, the minute | saw the chair with
the rounded back | knew exactly what the final image was going to be, and we shot that exactly the
way | saw it in my mind. It look months, but it was worth it in the end.”
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‘Yoram Roth is a fine art living and working in his I . Berlin Germany. Roth
creates fine art images as well as photo book projects. His work utilizes the language of fashion
photegraphy to play with story elements, and to engage the viewer in images thal require a level of
parsonal intempretation,

Yoram Roth considers the photobook as much a medium in its own right as large framed prints, and a
number of his projects are specifically conceptualized as printed publications, including his most recent
project *Hanjo.” He is represented by the Galerie CAMERA WORK in Berlin, Germany.
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