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THESE IMAGES ARE PART OF A PHOTOGRAPHIC NOVEL... A LIMITED-EDITION BODK
THAT WILL BE INTRODUCED AT TOKYO PHOTO IN SEPTEMBER 2013.

The story unfolds... A young woman with a fan in her hand waits at the station -
just as she did yesterday and the day before and every other day, for years.

This is Hanako, a geisha. Some years ago she fell in love forever with Yoshio, as
he did with her. When they had to part, they exchanged fans — as a promise that
they would see each other again.

Yoshio has gone missing, and so Hanako sits there at the station, no longer able
to perform as a Geisha, waiting patiently for her lover's return. Her waiting has left
her increasingly detached from the world, and the world regards her as mad.

Jitsuko is a spinster, a bitter, unmarried painter who has never known love. She
buys Hanako from the Geisha house, then keeps her in her home, and preserves
her as the bearer of all her own unfulfilled desires. Inevitably a newspaper article
appears about the beautiful but mad Hanako who spends her days waiting, and
Yoshio suddenly turns up at the house of the two women, intending to be with
Hanako at last. A struggle develops for Hanako’s happiness between Yoshio and
Jitsuko, but when Hanako finally sees Yoshio... she no longer recognizes him.

“HANJO IS PERFECT FOR THIS POST-NARRATIVE AGE,” SAYS YORAM ROTH. “WE
LIVE IN A WORLD WHERE TRADITIONAL STORY-ARCHS HAVE BECOME T0D
FAMILIAR, BUT THIS STORY PROVIDES NO FAIRY-TALE END. ON THE OTHER
HAND, REALITY TV CREATES ONLY THE MOMENT AND CHARGED EMOTIONS, BUT
NEVER A FULL STORY OR COMPLEX CHARACTERS. THE STORY OF HANJO IS NOT
PREDICTABLE, NOR ARE THE CHARACTERS SIMPLE.”

Hanjo is a photographic homage to Yukio Mishima's adaption of the 15th Century
N&h play. N6h is an opera form unique to Japan where it flourished in the 14th and
15th centuries. In most N6h plays the lead character is either someone who has
died or a woman who has gone mad. These characters exist in an alien world from
which they descend into the reality of our world in search of their soul’s salvation,
and converse with a person living in the real world. N6h drama is other-worldly,
like a dream.

Yoram Roth explains: “| love that Hanjo's characters are believable through time:
the girl who hung all her hopes on romance, the embittered spinster who knows a
world in which talent is not enough, and a man who lacks the courage to pursue
his true love out of fear of what his family or society might think. Too often we
believe another person holds the key to our happiness, and we wait for someone
to save us, or fear that we'll be abandoned.”

All the sets were built by the artist and his team. Most of the clothing was created
for the project, as were the decorative set-prop items such as paintings, backdrops,
tapestries and floral arrangements.

“EVERY STEP OF THE PRE-PRODUCTION PROCESS SHAPES THE FINAL IMAGE.
SKETCHING THE SET ALLOWED ME T0 THINK OF SHOT ANGLES, OR CERTAIN
IMAGE CONCEPTS ENSURED THAT WE BUILT THE SET TO ENABLE THAT IDEA
HANAKO AT THE TRAINSTATION WAS SKETCHED AND WE BUILT A SMALL SET
FOR THAT SINGULAR SCENE, WHERE AS THE LITTLE HALLWAY IN JISTUSKO'S
HOUSE ALLOWED US TO SHOOT A WAY TO HANAKO'S BEDROOM. | HAD
MARVELOUS COMPOSTIONS IN MIND AS | WAS PICKING OUT THE FURNITURE...
FOR INSTANCE, THE MINUTE | SAW THE CHAIR WITH THE ROUNDED BACK |
KNEW EXACTLY WHAT THE FINAL IMAGE WAS GOING TO BE, AND WE SHOT THAT
IETKI?IE'FIEE ITE}I‘{I'IEJ \:JAY | SAW IT IN MY MIND. IT TOOK MONTHS, BUT IT WAS WORTH

Yoram is represented by the Galerie CAMERA WORK in Berlin, and will be
showing the completed Hanjo for the first time at Tokyo Photo Art Fairin
September 2013. The hand-bound photographic leporello book to be introduced in
Tokyo will be a highly limited edition of 25, designed by the artistin conjunction
with the publishing house VERVAIS, and is incased in a unique wooden box.
Continuing the visual language, the physical presentation merges contemporary
design with traditional Japanese aesthetic. The final box advances to an Objet
d'art. The image freatment is a reference to Meiji Era 19th Century hand-colored
Japanese photography.

Yoram Roth is a fine art photographer living and working in his hometown, Berlin
Germany. Roth creates fine artimages as well as photo book projects. His work
utilizes the language of fashion photography to play with story elements, and to
engage the viewer in images that require a level of personal interpretation.

His work requires that sets get built, props are created, clothing is either made or
pulled from various sources. The artist creates sketches and storyboards prior to
image creation. Roth’s work is narrative, and relies on substantial pre-production.
These are not spontaneous snapshots, the images are planned and executed
through a deliberate process. The results — large fine art prints as well as
meticulous photo stories — are laden with details.

YORAM ROTH CONSIDERS THE PHOTOBOOK AS MUCH A MEDIUM IN ITS OWN RIGHT
AS LARGE FRAMED PRINTS, AND A NUMBER OF HIS PROJECTS ARE SPECIFICALLY
CONCEPTUALIZED AS PRINTED PUBLICATIONS, INCLUDING HIS MOST RECENT
PROJECT “HANJD."
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